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Beijing: A City Transformed
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Dr. Georg Tyminski, a German national, Medical Doctor, President of European Scientific Society,

Editor-in-Chief of Journal Archiv Euromedica.
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Georg Tyminski climbed the Great Wall.
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architectural landscape of Beijing is barely recognizable
from decades ago. The Central Business District (CBD) now
boasts towering skyscrapers, including landmarks like
the China World Trade Center. Historic neighborhoods
and narrow hutongs have largely given way to modern
developments, though some have been preserved and
revitalized for tourism. Iconic structures from the 2008
Olympic Games, such as the Bird's Nest and the Water
Cube, have become enduring symbols of the city's modern
identity.

Revolutionized Transportation and High-Tech Society

Beijing's transportation system has undergone
dramatic changes. The metro network, once limited
in scale, now spans over 25 lines, making it one of the

largest and most efficient metro systems in the world.
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Georg Tyminski is at Tiananmen Square.
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Although car ownership has surged, leading to frequent

traffic congestion, the city has embraced alternatives
transportation options like electric scooters and bike-
sharing services. Expanded highways and ring roads
further reflect Beijing's rapid growth. Technology is now
deeply embedded in daily life. Mobile payment platforms
such as Alipay and WeChat Pay have replaced cash,
creating a nearly cashless society. Wi-Fi is ubiquitous,
and 5G networks cover the city, enabling advanced "smart
city" systems that manage traffic, public services, and
more. Beijing exemplifies technological efficiency and
innovation. Once notorious for heavy smog, Beijing has
made significant strides in improving air quality through
strict government policies. While occasional smog persists,
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especially in winter, cleaner air has become a reality. The
city has also developed new parks and eco-parks, providing
green spaces that enhance residents' quality of life.

Cultural Renaissance, Global Cuisine, and Gateways to the
World

Beijing's cultural offerings have expanded significantly.
Modern museums like the Museum of Archaeology
complement the city's historic sites, showcasing both ancient
artifacts and contemporary artworks. The culinary scene
now extends far beyond traditional dishes like Peking duck,
offering a wide range of international cuisines and fusion
dining experiences that reflect Beijing's global outlook.
Beijing has become a global aviation hub with the addition
of Beijing Daxing International Airport in 2019, one of the
world's largest and most advanced airports. Alongside the
expanded Beijing Capital International Airport, these two
aviation hubs feature cutting-edge technologies such as
facial recognition, automated systems, and eco-friendly
designs,which underscore the city's global connectivity.

Beijing's streets reflect its modern transformation.
Electric vehicles (EVs) are prevalent, supported by a vast
network of charging stations. Chinese brands such as BYD
and NIO dominate, while luxury international brands such
as Tesla and BMW are also widespread. Despite significant
advancements in traffic management, traffic congestion
remains a challenge, especially during peak hours.

Lifestyle changes in Beijing are striking. Thirty years ago,
fashion was utilitarian, with Mao suits and modest clothing
common. Today, residents embrace global fashion trends,
wearing everything from jeans and sneakers to vibrant, bold
clothing designs. Grocery shopping has also evolved, with
modern shopping malls offering a vast variety of local and
imported goods, and rapid delivery services making daily
life more convenient.

Preserving the Past Amid Modernization

Despite its modernization, Beijing retains echoes of its
past. Traditional tricycle mopeds and bicycles still share
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Georg Tyminski is experiencing ancient Chinese costum.
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the streets with sleek electric vehicles and luxury cars,
creating a visual contrast between history and progress.
This balance between tradition and innovation is part of
what makes Beijing unique. Beijing's transformation over
the past three decades is a powerful testament to China's
rapid development. The city has emerged as a global hub
for culture, technology, and economic activities, all while
striving to preserve its historical roots. My visit left me both
impressed and reflective on how profoundly a city—and a
nation—can change within just a few decades.



