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A Tapestry of Opportunity: My Life as a Young

Student in China

XAPKIE - 5% (By Sharmeen Fatima)
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Sharmeen Fatima, a Pakistani national, is
studying at Pakistan Embassy College (Beijing).
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My name is Sharmeen Fatima, and I am proud to
call Pakistan my home. My life took an exciting
turn when my family and I moved to Beijing,
China, in the summer of 2022. The month
before school started was a period of wonderful
discovery. I was immediately fascinated by the
unique blend of ancient traditions and modern
innovation all around me. I found the people to
be incredibly hardworking and focused, yet also
very friendly and welcoming.

I started my studies at Pakistan Embassy
College (Beijing), enrolling in the 5th grade.
I have now happily progressed to my first
year of IGCSE. This journey has been made so
rewarding because of the safe and peaceful
environment that allows me to go out alone.
Additionally, the sense of safety is amazing.
In fact, the incredible sense of security is the
most liberating part of my experience. As a
girl, I finally have the freedom to go out without
fear, even late at night, which is a feeling I truly
cherish. Back in Pakistan, it was normal for
my Parents to be worried about me. The second
thing is the outstanding cleanliness. The streets,
parks, and public spaces are remarkably clean
and well-maintained. I have never seen another

country where citizens share such a strong sense
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of responsibility for keeping their environment
spotless. It makes the entire city a more pleasant
and healthy place to live in.

Finally, I love how convenient everything
is. There are great facilities for everyone:
kids, students, and families. Public transport
services, such as buses and subways, are easy to
use and can take you anywhere. Everything is
designed to make life easier.

Another thing that surprised me is how China
celebrates both its own culture and others. At
my school, we recently had an International
Day where students from all over the world
shared food, music, and stories from their home
countries.

I've also been lucky to travel a little within
this vast country. A trip to the coastal city of
Qingdao was an unforgettable highlight. The
view of the sea was breathtaking. I spent a
wonderful day at the beach, listening to the
powerful waves crash against the shore.

The opportunities I have encountered here,
academic, cultural, and personal, are ones I fear
would have been beyond my reach elsewhere.
Being here has brought about a total change
in me that I might not have had back home.
I used to dream about studying in countries
like the UK or the US, but after living here, my
perspectives have completely changed. While
they are undoubtedly excellent destinations, my
personal life experience has convinced me that
China is not just an alternative, but a premier
choice for quality education and a high standard
of living. It is with great conviction and hope
that I aspire to return to China for my university
education and future endeavors. This nation is
not just a place I have lived in; it has become a
part of who I am-a land of opportunity, safety,
and incredible growth that I am eager to call my
second home.
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