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Yang Yu: Let the Philosophy of Eastern Combat Be
Understood by the World

X/FkA  (By Yang Zhaojie)
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"When sports are strong, China is strong; when the nation's
fortune prospers, sports thrive." General Secretary used these
concise 14 characters to incisively explain the inherent logical
relationship between the sports cause, national destiny,
and national rejuvenation—one that is complementary and
interdependent. Amid the tide of building a leading sports
nation in the new era, Yang Yu, as a doer in the field of Mixed
Martial Arts (MMA), holds multiple roles: he is a professor
and teacher, a competition brand founder, a national team
coach, and also a Special Consultant for Sports, Culture and
Tourism Industrialization at the Embassy of the Central
African Republic in China. The interweaving of these multiple
identities outlines his three-dimensional and vivid sports
trajectory, from a competition entrepreneur to a disseminator
of Eastern combat culture. In his view, MMA conveys China's
"philosophy of Eastern combat" through the rivalry in the
cage, enabling Chinese MMA to truly take root and shine on
the global stage.

Cross-Border Synergy of Multiple Identities

"My multiple identities indeed have a synergy effect," Yang Yu
said when talking about his cross-professional, cross-industry,
and national team roles. In 2019, when the global MMA
movement was in a period of rapid growth, while China's MMA
competition market was still in the exploratory "crossing the
river by feeling the stones" stage, Yang Yu resolutely founded
"JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) . "
considerations, but more out of my love and sense of mission

I chose MMA not just for business

for combat sports. Someone needs to build a professional

27



B AREE | CAREER INTEGRATION FOR RETURNEES

= = & — PN

HETMNCIESRBFERSRERIEF_EAR

THE 2ND CONFERENCE OF GLOBAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SECURITY FORUM
A 2 = 3

e, SO eIE A LT TERE R AREER, £K% () MagsEhiaRARHEHEK, KERBK
LR BEBEE. WA SN

Yang Yu, the founder of the "JUE CHENG KING" (JCK),the chairman of Qiansui International Industry
Group Limited the chairman of All Weather (Hainan) Network Sports Co., Ltd. and a Visiting Professor and

Master's Supervisor at Taiyuan University of Science and Technology.
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"JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) Global Live Streaming Center.
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platform to promote the standardized development of this
sport, and I also want to create a stage where Chinese athletes
can realize their dreams." This original intention—combining
business vision and sentiment—led him to lead "JUE CHENG
KING" (JCK) to carve out a niche in the market through
innovations and persistence in the competition ecosystem. At
the same time, he also brought these practical experiences
into university courses.

As a Visiting Professor and Master's Supervisor at Taiyuan
University of Science and Technology, he offers cross-
disciplinary courses such as "Mixed Martial Arts-Sports
Culture and Tourism" and "Digital Esports". He has translated
the years of practical experience accumulated from "JUE
CHENG KING" (JCK) into vivid cases in his classes. In class, he
guides students to participate in practical sessions, including
event planning simulation, brand promotion plan design,
and risk management drills, helping them develop the ability
to solve practical industry problems. Currently, most of his
students enter event operation companies, sports media, or
cultural tourism project planning fields after graduation;
some have participated in the project integrating "JUE CHENG
KING" (JCK) with local cultural tourism, taking charge of
content creation and community operation, and have grown
into backbone professionals in the industry.
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"JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) contracted players have been awarded a 1-million prize.
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one of the top Asian Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) events.

"With over 70 million RMB in prize money invested over
five years and one event held every week—can this model
be sustained?" In response to this question, Yang Yu said,
"Essentially, we are not just operating events; we are building
the infrastructure and industrial ecosystem for China's
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA)." He explained that the core
business logic of "JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) is to maintain
user stickiness through regular events and attract top athletes
with high prize money, forming a positive cycle of "high-
quality content-fan growth-commercial value." Every link,
from athlete scouting and training to event operation and
content dissemination, paves the way for the industry. He has
developed diversified revenue streams, including copyright
distribution, brand sponsorship, merchandise development,
and "sports+cultural tourism" integration, making the
ecosystem a closed-loop that truly functions smoothly."

"Professionalism defines height; the general public defines
breadth." In content dissemination, Yang Yu knows well that
to truly help MMA "break through circles," it is necessary to
retain core fans while attracting casual viewers. His team
has innovatively adopted a "dual-commentary mode": for
professional audiences, a "professional mode" is available
in event live streams, where veteran commentators break
down athletes' technical strategies; for casual viewers, a
"general audience mode" is launched, which lowers the
viewing threshold through narrative storytelling and rule
explanations. Meanwhile, they link up with the entertainment
and fashion sectors, inviting celebrities to participate in event
interactions and co-create branded merchandise to push
MMA beyond circular constraints. Currently, "JUE CHENG
KING" (JCK) has partnered with domestic and international
platforms such as UFC Fight Pass and Migu Video to further
expand the boundaries of content dissemination.

"JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) is also systematically advancing
its women's MMA layout to break gender stereotypes. In
2024, it officially added women's strawweight and flyweight
events and hosted cross-border competitions to provide an
international competitive platform for female athletes. Yang
Yu stated, "By showcasing the confidence and tenacity of
female MMA athletes and conveying the concept of coexisting
strength and beauty, we are also transforming the event from
a violent confrontation into a competition of courage and
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Mr. Yang Yu led the national team to compete in the Asian Mixed Martial Arts Championship.
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strategy."
Turning "Daring to Fight" into "Knowing How to Win"

In 2023, Yang Yu was appointed by the General Administration
of Sport of China as the head coach of the China National
Mixed Martial Arts Team. Shouldering the mission of winning
glory for the country, he combined the systematic thinking
of industrial operation with the practical experience of
competitive sports to formulate targeted pre-competition
strategies. "Asian athletes are generally agile and technically
well-rounded. We focused on strengthening ground
techniques and physical training, while also bringing in
sports psychology experts to help our athletes overcome the
pressure of major competitions."

Under his leadership, the China National Mixed Martial
Arts Team claimed the team overall championship with 12
gold, 8 silver, and 4 bronze medals at the 2023 Asian Mixed
Martial Arts Championships. Behind this victory is the
athletes' technical leap from "excellence in individual events"
to "system integration"—hy focusing on the chain connection
of striking, wrestling, and ground techniques, they achieved
smooth tactical transitions. It is also a psychological
elevation from "daring to fight" to "knowing how to win": the
athletes can calmly execute tactics in adversity, and their in-
competition confidence has been significantly enhanced.

Yang Yu also clearly identifies the strengths and weaknesses
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of Chinese athletes:their strengths include excellent
finishing ability, precision striking techniques, and strong
competitiveness in women's divisions; their weaknesses
include insufficient international competition experience,
weak sustainability of physical fitness reserves, and room for
improvement in tactical adaptability against opponents of
diverse styles.

To address these shortcomings, Yang Yu fully leverages the
platform advantages of "JUE CHENG KING" (JCK): he arranges
athletes to participate in the high-frequency events of "JUE
CHENG KING" (JCK) accumulating experience through actual
combat with Chinese and foreign competitors. "This combat
capability, validated in fierce competition, robust mental
resilience, and a continuously evolving technical system,
allows them to adapt more quickly to and meet the stringent
demands of the national team on the international stage."

Yang Yu's management style carries a "military imprint."
As a Reserve Army Colonel, the values of "responsibility,
honor, team" from his military experience have been
deeply integrated into team building. In terms of discipline,
he implements standardized daily routines and training
processes, fostering athletes' execution and time management
skills akin to those of soldiers. For willpower cultivation,
he draws on military-style pressure-resistance training and
team collaboration models to develop a unique " 'TUE CHENG
KING' (JCK) Willpower Training" system. This enables
athletes to exhibit extraordinary tenacity and discipline
in competitions, forging a distinctive team ethos. It is this
strictness that keeps his team in peak combat readiness at all
times.

In September 2025, the Asian Mixed Martial Arts
Association appointed Yang Yu as Chairman of the
Organizing Committee for the 3rd Asian Mixed Martial Arts
Championships cum 2026 Asian Games Qualifiers. This not
only recognizes his personal capabilities but also marks
China's transition from a competitor on the field to a core
participant in rule-making and operation of international
combat sports events.

The International MMA Ring Along the Belt and Road
Initiative

"Mixed Martial Arts is not just a contest of strength, but also
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Mr. Yang Yu (left 2) was awarded the
title of Sports Peace Envoy by the
Parliament of Kazakhstan.
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a bridge for cultural dialogue." This was stated by him at
the 2024 "Sports-Peace Envoy" International Round-table
Conference. He believes that sports, as a global language,
can transcend geographical and cultural differences and
connect people from different countries."

As the Special Sports, Culture and Tourism
Industrialization Advisor to the Embassy of the Central
African Republic in China, he takes this opportunity to
promote in-depth exchanges of Chinese Mixed Martial
Arts (MMA) techniques with countries along the Belt and
Road Initiative, represented by African nations. "We are
designing a set of standardized courses covering MMA
techniques, training methods, sports rehabilitation, and
event organization to help the local side build a localized
coach system. At the same time, we will also host the 'China-
Africa Youth MMA Training Camp', where young athletes
from the two countries can train, compete, and live together,
exchanging techniques while enhancing friendship.

When talking about the international layout of "JUE
CHENG KING" (JCK) , he said, "We have three core criteria
for selecting partners: first, prioritize key node countries
under the Belt and Road Initiative; second, choose event
partners with a solid foundation in MMA and strong brand
influence; third, seek platforms with potential for rule co-
construction and standard export." Currently, "JUE CHENG
KING" (JCK) has reached strategic cooperation with top
events in Belt and Road countries, such as Kazakhstan's
ALASHPRIDE and Armenia's MIXFIGHT. It has successfully
held overseas joint competitions in Kazakhstan, Hungary
and other regions, becoming an important link for sports
and cultural exchanges.

In the face of challenges like rule differences and cultural
barriers in international cooperation, Yang Yu did not
choose to "compromise"—instead, he innovatively adopted
a "dual-referee system" to reconcile rule discrepancies:
local referees enforce the rules, while Chinese referees
participate in evaluating "combat etiquette." This system was
later upgraded to jointly form weight class standards and
co-research the "quantitative model of MMA offensive and
defensive rhythms." This approach not only respects local
rules but also conveys China's concept of "using martial
arts to make friends." In terms of cultural integration, the
team not only showcases the standardized operation level
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"JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) Overseas Joint Tournament-Armenia Leg.
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of the "JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) International MMA Center
to overseas partners but also invites them to experience
traditional Chinese culture, realizing two-way exchange and
mutual learning.

For the future layout in the European and American
markets, Yang Yu insists on being a "rule-maker" rather than
a "follower": We need to highlight the advantages of Eastern
combat philosophy—the wisdom of "overcoming rigidity with
softness" and "stopping at the right moment"—to upgrade
MMA from "violent competition" to "cultural dialogue." He
plans to launch joint research, cultural workshops, and
other initiatives to promote the integration of Chinese MMA
standards with international rules, gradually establish the
international discourse power of Chinese events, and let
the world understand China through MMA. Yang Yu has
always been committed to getting MMA included in the
Olympic Games. He admits this requires long-term efforts,
but he is confident. Currently, the strategic cooperation
and co-hosted events between "JUE CHENG KING" (JCK)
and top competitions in multiple Belt and Road countries
have not only realized the exchange and mutual recognition
of resources such as athletes and clubs, and improved
competitive levels, but more importantly, jointly expanded
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the global influence and audience base of MMA. This also
demonstrates to the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) the maturity of MMA's standardized and professional
development worldwide.

The Integrated Innovation of "Sports+"

As the principal investigator of a key research project under
the national 14th Five-Year Plan, Yang Yu has focused his
research and practice on the cross-border integration of
"Sports+Tourism+Culture", and empowered industrial
upgrading through digital means. At present,"JUE CHENG
KING" (JCK) is exploring digital pathways such as metaverse
event live streaming and online derivatives malls, leveraging
technology to expand the boundaries of sports IPs. These
endeavors have already yielded initial results. The JCK
International Combat Center in Jiaocheng, Shanxi Province,
serves not only as a venue for hosting events, but also
has emerged as a new cultural and tourism landmark
of the region. In the field of "Sports+Wellness", JCK has
successfully developed the "Shanxi Liiliang Qiansui Juecheng
Wellness & Cultural Tourism Town". Looking ahead, Yang
Yu plans to construct an "International Competitive Sports
Industry Complex" and the world’ s first MMA Museum,
aiming to build a composite industry model integrating
"Sports+Cultural Tourism+Wellness".

For young people aspiring to enter the MMA industry, Yang
Yu has offered sincere advice: "Entrepreneurs should avoid
blind 'money-burning' and focus on sustainable business
models, and can explore integration paths of 'sports+niche
sectors'; Athletes should prioritize the dual improvement
of 'skills+IP'—while enhancing their competitive level, they
need to expand their career boundaries; Researchers should
delve into training science and rule innovation to advance
the internationalization of China's combat sports theoretical
system."

When it comes to China's MMA making the leap from
"China's Strength" to "global influence", Yang Yu believes
three major bottlenecks need to be overcome: First,
insufficient IP building capability—most events lack
distinctiveness, and fans have low willingness to pay;
Second, a severe talent gap—top athletes are highly skilled,
but there is a shortage of professional talents like coaches
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and referees; Third, weak international discourse power—
rule-making and event standards are mostly dominated by
the West. To address these issues, he has proposed specific
solutions: "Strengthen IP building and fan economy to resolve
low payment willingness and homogenization competition;
Improve youth training and professional pathways—tackle
the talent gap through systematic echelon development;
Actively participate in international rule-making, integrate
Eastern combat philosophy into global standards, and strive
for industry discourse power."

Stitching "Responsibility" into the Gloves

For the cultivation of a new generation of talents, in 2024,
Yang Yu led "JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) to officially launch
the "Fagle Talent Program" and rolled out the "Heroic Youth"
Youth MMA Championship, incorporating the Ul2 category
into the training system. This establishes a systematic talent
echelon development framework featuring "grassroots
selection-professional events-national team recruitment".

"The sports industry must balance commercial and social
value." As the brand founder who holds multiple honors
including "China's Top 10 Outstanding Figures in Reform and
Innovation" and "National Advanced Individual in Learning
from Lei Feng", Yang Yu has never forgotten his social
responsibilities. Through the Huaci Culture and Tourism
Public Welfare Fund of the China Charity Federation, "JUE
CHENG KING" (JCK) has launched the "Combat Sports into
Campuses" public welfare project, providing teenagers
in remote areas with opportunities to engage with Mixed
Martial Arts. At the same time, it hosts public welfare events,
donating part of its income to sports poverty alleviation
projects. With practical actions, it promotes sports equity,
allowing the positive energy of combat sports to benefit more
groups.

In promoting the integration of sports and rural
revitalization, Yang Yu has joined hands with institutions like
Xinhuanet to build a credible brand ecosystem, combining
"JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) events with the promotion of local
characteristic products. In places such as Jiaocheng (Shanxi
Province) and Tai'an (Shandong Province), the holding of
events has driven the sales of local agricultural and sideline
products as well as cultural and tourism products.
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"JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) Heroic Youth Junior Mixed Martial Arts Championship.
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As the Vice President of the Shanxi Provincial Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Yang Yu continues to contribute to
the development of his hometown's sports industry. "Shanxi
has three major cultural and tourism symbols: the Yellow
River, the Great Wall, and the Taihang Mountains. It is also
advancing the 'Hundreds of Stadiums Boost Sports' Project
and the construction of smart sports platforms, which
provide unique soil for the integration of 'Sports+Cultural
Tourism'," he said. Currently, "JUE CHENG KING" (JCK) has
established an International Combat Center in Jiaocheng,
Shanxi as a key base, hosting events regularly. In the future,
it will launch more international professional competitions
and youth selection tournaments, explore the Shanxi model
of "event-tourism integration", and inject new vitality into
Shanxi's sports industry.

"Taking Philosophy of Eastern Combat as a starting
point, let the world understand China through MMA." From
starting a career in event operation to taking charge of the
national team's coaching, from cross-industry teaching to
international exchanges, Yang Yu has deeply engaged in the
Mixed Martial Arts field, and used his actions to interpret
the sense of responsibility of a new-era sports practitioner:
"making friends through martial arts and educating people
through sports."



