[El b SRS SR AR =

eSS

WORKINCHINA ER7EHRE | 2026-01

-

Global Agricultural Tech Innovation Conference 2026
Marks New Era of Cooperation

SRR (By Yang Zhaojie)
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On January 11, 2026, the International Agricultural Technology
Innovation and Cooperation Academic Exchange Conference—
organized as part of UNESCO's Project on Agricultural
Engineering S&T for a Sustainable Planet within the International
Decade of Science for Sustainable Development (IYSSD)—
concluded with resounding success

With the theme "International Agricultural Technology
Innovation and Cooperation," the conference attracted over
200 participants, including agricultural research experts,
university faculty and students, industry practitioners, and
international partners from 13 countries. Centering on the core
theme of global agriculture and sustainable development, the
conference held in-depth discussions on key directions, such
as breakthroughs in agricultural technological innovation,
optimization of cross-border cooperation pathways, and talent
development and achievement transformation. The conference
consolidated consensus for addressing common challenges,
including global food security and climate change, while serving
as a vital platform for supporting agricultural exchanges and
cooperation under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Co-hosted
by the International Academic Organizations Alliance, African
Open University, Liberian Academy of Sciences, International
Joint Research Center for Biomass Energy Science and Technology
of the Ministry of Science and Technology(iBEST), Beijing
International Science and Technology Cooperation Base for
Clean Utilization of Biomass, Service Platform for International
Professionals, and ZGC Tianhe Technology Transfer Center, the
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Impact: By

fostering
research and
education, LAS
has driven
innovations in
critical sectors,
bridging gaps in
Liberia's post-
conflict recovery

Hon. Emmanuel Fred|

President of the Liberia Academy
of' Sciences

Recent Developments: In
2025-2026, LAS elected
international fellows, including
Prof. Austin Mardon (Canada),
Prof. Kemal Yildirim (Turkey),
and Prof. Obid Tursunov
(Uzbekistan), recognizing
contributions to global science
and aiming to strengthen
Liberia's international
collaborations

\ssistant Minister forOperations,
Ministry of Post and

and economic Telecommiuriiications, Liberia

diversification
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Photos of the discussion at the Global Agricultural Tech Innovation Conference event site.
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conference effectively guaranteed the broad participation and
efficient interaction of international delegates.

As a professional platform dedicated to international science
and technology innovation services, the Service Platform for
International Professionals fully leverages its strengths in
resource integration and overall coordination, linking high-
quality global intellectual resources and scientific research forces,
while facilitating an efficient and pragmatic cross-border online
communication bridge. During the conference, four Chinese and
international experts—Emmanuel Fred, President of the Liberian
Academy of Sciences (LAS); Professor Obid Tursunov from
Tashkent Institute of Irrigation and Agricultural Mechanization
Engineers(Uzbekistan); Crispin Robert, Chief International
Technical Advisor of the World Bank Clean Cookstoves Program;
and Professor Zhou Yuguang from the International Cooperation
Base for Biomass Energy Science and Technology at China
Agricultural University—delivered keynote speeches in sequence.
They shared cutting-edge achievements and practical experiences,
striking a wide chord among the participants.
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MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS

20th and 21st Century desiccation of the Aral

Sea: 1973 — 2020

Prof. Dr. Obid Tursunoy

Professor at TITAME National
Research University,
Uzbekistan ’

Fellow of the Liberia Academy
of Sciences

Expert of the Service Platform
for International Professionals
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Photos of the discussion at the Global Agricultural Tech Innovation Conference event site.
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In his report titled "Development of the Liberia Academy
of Sciences and an Outlook on Agriculture Development in
Liberia," President Emmanuel Fred systematically elaborated that
agriculture is the pillar of Liberia's national economy—it absorbs
more than 60% of the country's labor force and makes a significant
contribution to GDP. However, the sector currently faces
bottlenecks such as a high degree of dependence on food imports
and a relatively low level of agricultural mechanization. He also
interpreted the Liberian government's agricultural optimization
policies and introduced the achievements of the Liberian Academy
of Sciences—established in 2023 and designated as the country's
core think tank in 2025—which focuses on interdisciplinary
research in multiple fields including agriculture and contributes
to national reconstruction and economic diversification.

Professor Obid Tursunov shared his research findings on

eco-friendly laser biotechnology for promoting plant growth
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Discover Enterprise from ANSYS

This is the heat flow modelled on the stove just shown. The pot is heated strongly
in the centre and much of the heat goes directly to the chimney. The front of the
pot is barely heated at all.
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Prof. Crispin Robert

Chief International Technical ¢
Advisor for the World Bank's N
Clean Cookstoves Initiative
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Photos of the discussion at the Global Agricultural Tech Innovation Conference event site.
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in extreme environments. Experimental data indicate that the
technology can improve plant growth conditions and reduce
seed germination cycles. He revealed that the technology is of
great application value in scenarios such as contaminated soil
remediation and vegetation restoration in high-salinity soils.
Frontier technology implementation and international
collaboration were among the core focuses of the conference. In
his report, Crispin Robert addressed the issues of low thermal
efficiency and excessive smoke emissions in traditional African
stoves, elaborating in detail on the innovative design of improved
stoves which have achieved enhanced thermal efficiency through
structural optimizations such as ceramic grates and diffuser
plates. He also shared a case study on the improvement of clove oil
distillation stoves in Madagascar. The simulation includes a split-
type structure and sealing optimizations that ensure the efficient

cyclic utilization of energy, and the relevant technologies have
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Meeting with Angelita Pereira de
Lima, President of the Federal
University of Goias, and her
delegation (October 2025)

Prof. Dr. Zhou Yuguang

Session Moderator

Director of the Integnational
Cooperation Center

Meeting with Marcio Muniz de Farias,
Vice President of the University of
Brasilia, and his delegation (October
2025)

Professor and Doctoral Supervisor
College of Engineering, China
Agricultural University

Meeting with Jose Etham de Lucena Barbosa, Director of the Brazilian .
National Institute of the Semi-Arid Region, and Dayvid Souza Santos,

General Coordinator of Social Technologies and Solidarity Economy at

the Brazilian Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation; Alexandre

de Oliveira Lima, Director of Rural Development and Family Agriculture

of Rio Grande do Norte State, Brazil; Dilma Maria de Brito Melo Trovao,

Deputy Director of the Brazilian National Semi-Arid Institute (October

2025) o

Expertofthe Seryice Platform for
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Photos of the discussion at the Global Agricultural Tech Innovation Conference event site.
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demonstrated significant potential in livelihood-related scenarios
such as fish product drying and food processing.

Professor Zhou Yuguang, a core member of the International
Science and Technology Cooperation Base for Biomass Energy
Science and Technology at China Agricultural University and the
Key Laboratory of Technology for Clean Utilization of Renewable
Energy, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA),
introduced the achievements in the R&D of biomass energy
technologies and international technology transfer. He elaborated
on the significant value of biomass technologies in carbon
emission reduction and carbon sequestration—presenting the
progress of the Technical Committee on Biogas of the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) as well as the achievements
in bilateral and multilateral cooperation.

Making closing remarks at the conference, Zheng Liwei,

General Manager for the Service Platform for International
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Professionals, stated: "Currently, global agricultural development
is facing dual opportunities and challenges in resource integration
and technological upgrading. Promoting cross-border agricultural
technological innovation and cooperation was a significant
endeavor to uphold the Global Development Initiative (GDI)
and contribute to the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). This conference has successfully built an international
exchange bridge for agricultural science and technology, and
the cooperation consensus reached by all parties has laid a
solid foundation for deepening multi-regional coordinated
development. In the future, the platform will continue to play
its linkage role, focusing on the cooperation needs of multiple
regions such as China and Uzbekistan, Uzbekistan and Africa,
and China and Africa. Through initiatives including establishing a
regular academic exchange mechanism, promoting the pragmatic
transformation of technological achievements, and strengthening
precision talent matching, we will help create a new pattern
of mutually beneficial and win-win international agricultural
cooperation, and contribute to the high-quality development of
global agriculture."

In a related development, the Service Platform for International
Professionals has constituted professional service teams to provide
full-process follow-up services for the cooperation consensus
reached at this conference. Through comprehensive support,
including the docking of technical needs, overall coordination
of cooperation plans, and coordination of policy resources, the
platform will continue to promote the effective implementation of
cooperation initiatives. In the future, the platform will continue
to collaborate with all parties to plan and implement a series of
cross-border agricultural technology exchange activities. This
will facilitate the efficient flow of high-quality global agricultural
technologies and intellectual resources, and contribute positively
to serving the national opening-up strategy, while improving the

global agricultural governance system.



