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"World Speaking" (Issue 27)
—My Chinese New Year: Chat & Chill

X/ REH (By Song Jiayi)
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On the eve of the Spring Festival of the Year of the Horse 2026,
the festive atmosphere of reunion and joy permeates every
corner of Beijing. In this warm season, a growing number of
international students in China are eager to experience the
unique charm of the Chinese Spring Festival deeply. From
experiencing its folk customs to forging cultural resonance,
the Spring Festival has become an important window for
them to understand China. To this end, the themed event
World Speaking- Chinese New Year Joy Gathering has kicked
off warmly. We specially invite international students from
Liberia, Nigeria, and Yemen to gather together, and centering
on the core theme of Chatting About My Chinese New
Year, they shared their real experiences of celebrating the
Spring Festival in China, the cultural differences between
Chinese and foreign festivals, as well as their insights from
folk custom experiences. This event not only encourages
international friends to immerse themselves in the folk
charm and family warmth of the Chinese Spring Festival,
but also enhances their cross-cultural communication and
empathy. Additionally, we expect them to become goodwill
ambassadors for cultural exchanges between China and
foreign countries, allowing stories of the Spring Festival to
turn into a warm bond linking the emotions of China and
foreign nations, and conveying the inclusiveness and warmth
of traditional Chinese culture.

Hosts: David Bashiel Kolleh (Liberia), Song Jiayi

Guests: Nabil Kabir (Nigeria), Amged Abdulkareem Qassem
Abdullah (Yemen).
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First Experience of the Spring Festival: Expectations and
Perceptions

Host: What's the most novel and fun thing for you about
celebrating the Spring Festival in China for the first time?
Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: I just came to
China this year, and I've made a lot of preparations, especially
for the Chinese New Year. There are no such grand New
Year celebrations in Yemen, my motherland. We do have
daily festivals, but here in China this year, I looked up the
celebration customs in northern and southern China online
on purpose, and also found a suitable outdoor venue to
celebrate the festival with everyone. We lit fires and hung
lanterns on the spot; it was crowded, yet the atmosphere was
absolutely fantastic. I asked some Chinese people before and
learned that they don't celebrate the Gregorian New Year. I
even ordered traditional clothing to take part in the festival
celebrations, but a friend told me that Chinese people prefer
to gather with their families at home during the Spring
Festival, or visit relatives, friends, and elders. This made me
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realize that it's very similar to Yemen. For us Muslims, Eid
al-Adha and the celebrations after Ramadan are also spent
with family at home. What's more, we also give money to
children and light lanterns for small family gatherings during
festivals. These little details are quite similar to those of the
Chinese Spring Festival.

Host: Have you thought about the commonalities with the
celebration of Chinese festivals in the culture of your own
country?

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: Yes! There are
many cultural similarities. For example, we also visit relatives
and friends during festivals, and we have a custom where
men give money to women; every female relative gets it, be it
sisters, aunts, or mothers. Among males, only children can
receive money; adult men cannot. This is quite different from
China's customs.

Nabil Kabir: What's similar to our country is that the
Chinese New Year is a national festival celebrated across the
whole country, and lots of people return to their hometowns.
It's very similar to a festival in our country; it's not our New
Year, but it's just as lively. As Amged said, for the festival
after Ramadan, wherever people are, they all go back to their
hometowns to gather with their families, cook, and share
food. We also hold horse-riding performance events.

Host: It's pretty similar to China. However, China has the
custom of giving red envelopes. Do you have such a custom
in your country?
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Nabil Kabir: Yes, we do! The family cooks the meal at
home and asks the children to deliver it to the neighbors'
homes. This is a token of sincere regards, and the neighbors
will give the children a little money as a return gift. But the
money is not put in red envelopes; it is given directly.

Host: It seems that festivals are moments for sharing and
giving, whether in China or in your countries.

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: Our Ramadan
can also bring a similar feeling. Ramadan lasts for a month.
We cannot eat or drink during the daytime, but we can only
have meals at night, and there will be celebration activities
after it ends.

Host: You celebrate Eid al-Fitr after the fast ends, but it is
not a New Year, is it?

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: No, it only marks
the end of Ramadan. We follow the Islamic calendar, and the
dates are determined by the changes of the new moon. The
end of Ramadan is only confirmed when the new moon is
sighted. The date is not fixed every year. Some special people
observe the moon. Traditional observers will determine the
Ramadan cycle for the entire Muslim world, and then the
government will issue announcements to notify the start and
end dates.

Cross-Cultural Perception: Spring Festival Atmosphere and
Life Differences

Host: Let's talk about how to enhance cross-cultural
communication, empathy ability and cross-cultural
literacy. This is your first time celebrating the Spring
Festival in China. What are the most impressive things for
you?

Nabil Kabir: What I remember most is the atmosphere of
the Spring Festival. I think Beijing feels a bit quiet during the
Spring Festival. Many people go back to their hometowns,
there are fewer people on the streets, and the campus is also
very empty. If you want to experience the Spring Festival
atmosphere, you may have to go off campus or leave Beijing.
However, lantern decorations are hanging on the campus,
but it just lacks a bit of liveliness.

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: Yes, students
either go back home or travel. Many people in Beijing are
non-natives who come here to study or work, and they all
leave during the Spring Festival. But this is actually a good
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thing. Chinese people work hard every day, and the Spring
Festival is a perfect time for them to rest and gather with their
families. I also noticed that many Chinese people work and
live alone in other places. Young people live and work alone in
other cities. This is different from us. Even if we work, we live
with our families, and all siblings live in the same household.
So, the Spring Festival is a rare chance for family reunion for
most Chinese people.

Host: Then, which of the Spring Festival decorations on
campus, such as lanterns, Spring Festival couplets, and
Chinese knots, left the deepest impression on you?

Nabil Kabir: I like Chinese knots the most. The red Fu
characters pasted at the entrance of the teaching building are
also very beautiful, and they give a really nice feeling.

Host: Amged, what about you?

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: I don't live on
campus. I live in an apartment outside. There are stickers at
the entrance of my apartment. I didn't know what they were at
first. There was no translation, and I found out later that they
were Spring Festival couplets, used during the celebrations.

Host: So far, have you received any red envelopes? Red
envelopes are an important custom of the Spring Festival.

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: I know red
envelopes are part of the Spring Festival celebrations, and
there is money inside them. In our country, our parents also
give money to children to celebrate the festivals. Here in
China, this time, I have only received some from colleagues
or friends at events.

Host: What special customs do you have for festivals in
your country?

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: Everyone has to
take part in the festival celebrations in our country. We need
to prepare gifts and buy new clothes. There are no fixed colors
or styles for clothes, and each person can choose whatever
they like.

Culinary Experience: Taste Differences and Dietary Needs

Host: There are many traditional foods for the Chinese New
Year, such as dumplings, New Year cake, candies, and nuts.
Which food has left the deepest impression on you since you
came to China?

Nabil Kabir: It was really hard to eat dumplings with
chopsticks for the first time, but dumplings have a chewy
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texture and taste great. I like them a lot. Using chopsticks for
the first time was also a challenge, but it was very interesting.
Dumplings are truly delicious.

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: I really couldn't
get used to Chinese food at first. It tastes and smells
completely different from Arab food. I almost only ate cakes
and fruits for the first two weeks, and now I only dare to try a
little bit. There is also the issue of halal food. Although there
are halal restaurants, many of them are small snack bars
and not the type we usually eat. There are many Chinese
restaurants, but I am not sure if they serve halal food.

Host: How do you judge whether a restaurant is halal?
Are there any signs?

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: There are signs.
Arab restaurants serve halal food, and they can be found
online. There are also halal options in Taiwanese food and
Thai food restaurants, but there are not many halal options
in Chinese restaurants.

Host: So you don't really like Chinese dumplings, nuts,
New Year cake, and such foods here?

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: It's not that
I don't like them. I just haven't gotten used to the taste.
However, the school canteens are very accommodating.
Every school has a small canteen, where we can choose
noodles, chicken, meatballs, and other such foods.
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Cultural Activities: Memories and Expectations

Host: Have you ever taken part in any cultural activities
then? Are there any activities like Chinese lantern fairs,
the Spring Festival Gala and temple fairs in your countries?
Which one left the deepest impression on you?

Nabil Kabir: Yes! There is a horse-riding festival in my
hometown, and it's really interesting. Those who can ride
horses can join the horse-riding team during the festival. I
have participated in it before, and I had a great time. I have
also ridden a horse in Kano and taken part in New Year
activities at school. All of them are quite fun.

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: Most of the
celebrations in Yemen are related to religion, such as
Ramadan and Eid al-Adha. We also have holidays for
Teachers' Day and Independence Day. We play basketball too,
but it is only a leisure activity on weekends and not exclusive
to festivals.

Host: Are the New Year foods and activities in your
countries very different from those in China?

Nabil Kabir: They are quite different. Every festival in
China has its own special food. For example, people in
southern China eat fish during the Spring Festival, which
symbolizes "having more than enough every year". But there
are no special festival foods in Nigeria. We eat almost the
same food during festivals as we do on ordinary days, only
with more dishes and more abundant meat. It is not like
China, where dumplings and steamed buns are festival foods
with special meanings.

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: I also think
they are quite different. The working hours in our country
change during festivals. We work from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. and
have no work in the afternoon. Schools finish at 11 a.m., and
after that, it is all free time. Many people do not have fixed
jobs and are quite free on ordinary days. There is not much
difference between weekends and workdays. Chinese people
even work in the afternoon or evening. They are busy on
ordinary days and only take time out, especially to gather
with their families during festivals. Besides, our eating habits
are also different. Chinese people eat almost the same food
for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, such as rice and chicken.
Our breakfast and dinner are very simple, just beans, cheese,
and eggs, and lunch is the most abundant meal.
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Festival Fun Stories: Different Ways of Celebration

Host: Have you ever encountered any interesting or
heartwarming things during festivals? Whether in China or
your hometowns.

Nabil Kabir: I remember celebrating festivals in my
hometown. A lot of people would gather together, and
everyone would panic over a tiny thing. Once everyone was
watching the Emir, someone suddenly fired a gun from a
building, and everyone was so scared that they ran in all
directions. It was extremely chaotic, and I still find it funny
when I think about it now.

Host: I can imagine that scene. Amged, do you have any
interesting stories to share?

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: There is a special
custom in our country during festivals. It is similar to setting
off fireworks in China, but we fire guns instead. It is actually
quite dangerous, but people still do it for the sake of the
lively atmosphere. Sometimes the government also organizes
activities, but there are still risks. So, we dare not go out
much during festivals for fear of being hit by stray bullets.

Spring Festival Plans: Activity Expectations and
Arrangements

Host: Do you have any plans to spend the New Year with
Chinese colleagues, teachers, or neighbors?

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: It seems that
Chinese people prefer to spend the New Year with their
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families at home and do not go out much. This is my first
time celebrating the Spring Festival in China, and T have
no experience at all. However, there seem to be activities
at school. International students will be organized to visit
temples in Beijing, such as the Temple of Heaven. Those who
want to go can sign up, and teachers from the International
College will lead the group.

Host: If you have the chance to spend the Spring Festival
with Chinese people, what cultural activities would you like
to try? For example, kung fu, writing Fu characters, making
dumplings, dragon and lion dances, and visiting flower
markets.

Nabil Kabir: T want to try the dragon dance! It requires
a group of people to cooperate and cannot be done alone.
Everyone moves together with a long dragon-shaped prop,
and it is extremely lively. Cooperating with everyone is
much more interesting than playing alone, and it can also
exercise physical coordination. It is really exciting. I like
lively occasions. I love noisy activities like dragon dances
and lion dances, and the sound of drumming is especially
atmospheric.

Host: That's right. The dragon dance requires everyone
to coordinate. There is also someone holding a "dragon
pearl" to guide the dance, and the costumes are also very
distinctive.

2026 Year of the Horse: New Year Wishes and Aspirations

Host: 2026 is the Year of the Horse. What blessings do you
want to send to your family and friends?

Nabil Kabir: [ want to wish everyone good health.

Amged Abdulkareem Qassem Abdullah: I hope the war in
our country will end and there will be no more floods. There
have been constant wars and floods in our country for more
than a decade, and life has been extremely hard.

Host: This is truly a wonderful wish. If the war could
end, it would be more important than anything else for
your country. We share the same wish as you: may the war
in Yemen come to an end soon, and may women, children,
and the elderly all be protected. This is also our New Year's
wish for you.

Conclusion

The event "World Speaking-Chinese New Year Joy
Gathering" has come to a successful conclusion amid
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laughter and joy. International students from Liberia,
Nigeria and Yemen took the Spring Festival as a medium
to share their fresh experiences of celebrating the Chinese
New Year in China and the differences between Chinese and
foreign festivals. They also felt the warmth of traditional
Chinese culture while writing Spring Festival couplets
and Fu characters. Though the event was short, it allowed
international friends to deeply appreciate the family
warmth and folk custom charm of the Spring Festival, and
built a cross-cultural emotional bridge through sincere
communication. During the interaction, everyone found that
despite the differences in civilizations, the core emotions
of "reunion, sharing and blessing" are interconnected and
integrated.

These international students have also become vivid
envoys for cultural exchanges between China and foreign
countries, passing on stories of the Spring Festival and
the warmth of China to their family and friends back
home. May this event serve as a starting point to attract
more international friends to walk into China, let different
civilizations achieve each other through mutual learning,
and make the Spring Festival a lasting bond linking the
friendship between China and the world.
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