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My Bond with China:

A Cross-Border Journey of Growth and Affection

SC/ A - MAAEZY - BT S L - FTELR/R (By Aime Pazouyo Amadou Abakar)
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Aime Pazouyo Amadou Abakar,
a Central African Republic
national, Current Master's
Student in Finance, current
master's student at the University
of International Business and
& Economics (UIBE).

F A (AIME PAZOUYO My name is Aime Pazouyo Amadou Abakar, hailing from the
AMADOU ABAKAR) . kB dE2ER Central African Republic. Currently, I am a master's student

. d e A majoring in International Finance and Investment at the
I = X‘ gx )'Clr‘Zj ’_4 o A= . . . . .
E, BREASH S AR RS University of International Business and Economics (UIBE),

BB LA — AW WAL, AL having lived in Beijing for nearly three years. These years in
W TRIE =5, P EIZ B, MY China have not only fulfilled my childhood dream but also

BT T L 9548, B TRIEE T A brgught me growth, friendship, and a sense of belonging—
O L B China has long become my second homeland.

RESHRR, FERCAARIE =L Since childhood, I have been filled with longing for China.

Zs Chinese movies featuring Li Lianjie and Jackie Chan were
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Aime's (right 2) Tai Chi performance at the Confucius Institute in 2022.
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my passion back then, and those wonderful scenes planted
a seed of curiosity and admiration for this Eastern country
in my heart. After graduating from university in my home
country, I was fortunate enough to study Chinese at the
Confucius Institute at the University of Bangui. There, I not
only mastered the Chinese language but also gained a deep
understanding of Chinese culture. As one of the top students,
I obtained many certificates and was commended by the
Chinese Embassy in the Central African Republic. In my final
year of studying English, I successfully passed the application
for a Chinese scholarship. Arriving in China on August 27,
2023, I embarked on this extraordinary journey.

My academic life in China has been fulfilling and
wonderful. My major is International Finance and
Investment, and T am pursuing my master's degree at the
School of Banking and Finance. Although I had a good
foundation in English, the new learning environment posed
challenges at first. However, thanks to the solid Chinese
language skills T acquired at the Confucius Institute, I quickly
adapted to campus life. In my first year, I devoted myself
wholeheartedly to my studies, successfully passing all courses
and achieving a good GPA. In my second year, I completed
my master's thesis through an internship. Beyond classroom
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In 2023, Aime Pazouyo
Amadou Abakar participated
in an event at the Embassy of

the Central African Republic
in China.

learning, my greatest passion is playing football. At the end of
2023, 1 joined the Football Team of the School of International
Trade and Economics of UIBE, adding more excitement to
the university's intercollegiate league—we even made it to
the quarterfinals, though unfortunately, we were eliminated
in the end. But that's what makes football so popular: the
challenges on the field and the friendships off it. In 2024,
I joined the Chaoyang Park Rangers (CYPR) in the IFFC
(International Football Friendship Club) league for workers
and students in Beijing. The team consists of players from
Madagascar, the Central African Republic, Belgium, England,
Cameroon, South Africa, the United States, Zimbabwe,
Angola, South America, and other countries and regions, like
a small "United Nations." Last season, we finished as runners-
up in League 2. What makes me even prouder is that during
my time with the UIBE football team, after our initial loss
to USTB, we won every single game from 2024 to 2025—an
incredible undefeated streak lasting a whole year. The reason
behind this success is that most of the senior students had
graduated, and the new members diligently learned UIBE's
football style and philosophy. My teammates come from
Tajikistan, Uganda, Russia, Chad, France, Rwanda, South
Korea, Afghanistan, Ghana, Libya, Nigeria, Jordan, Sierra
Leone, Liberia, Kazakhstan, and more. On the football field, I
have not only made friends with teammates from all over the
world but also forged many precious friendships with Chinese
friends—these cross-border bonds formed through football
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are truly invaluable.

Traveling and exploring in China have allowed me to
experience the country's charm in all aspects. During my
studies, I have visited many provinces and cities, including
Hebei Langfang, Tianjin Binhai New Area, Shandong Jinan,
Fujian Quanzhou, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Chongqing,
Zhengzhou, Henan, Suzhou, and Hainan, leaving my
footprints across the country. In Beijing, I am familiar with
every district and have visited iconic cultural sites such as
the Great Wall, the Forbidden City, Tian'anmen Square, the
Summer Palace, the CBD, and Wanjing Pedestrian Street. T am
also enchanted by the modern prosperity of the CBD and the
lively atmosphere of Wanjing Pedestrian Street. In Chongqing,
the magnificent Yangtze River, the cute giant pandas, and
other beautiful attractions left me reluctant to leave. The
Libazi Metro Station, a popular architectural landmark,
is a shining example of China's high-tech infrastructure.
And Chongging hot pot, which you can find on almost every
street, is my absolute favorite. China's safe environment
has left a deep impression on me—I was once worried about
returning to campus at 10 pm when I first started welcoming
new students, but gradually I realized that in China, you can
safely walk on the streets even at 1 am, 4 am, or 6 am. This is
the real life in China. During my travels, I have also explored
China's rich cultural heritage. In Quanzhou, Fujian Province,

In 2024, Aime(front, right 2) took part in the football match.

27



EPrZ NEHE | CHINA IN THE EYES OF FOREIGNERS

RIEIR A, FICERRE, 55K,
REZAE R E N P E RS,

T—ERRS 55K, IHIER
MoTERE ORI &, 20244E R RS R IR
SR, A =SS, R
LSEINEDNG /o e TSNS T AR S
WS EEER S, BT R R I AR
TR, TSI HTE AR E PR
SR EERTREEIA T AEFIBUR TAEA R,
B AT A B I T 2. NBEAR it
b, BOESINT AR R IRINE TP 2025
FIFERMA ST LR RILIE, 1t
HRAMRFEMTPRIURRINE T
AGREEFR AT E RS, XD
H, JWEE 2 AR, theiRy
KE TR SRR

FEREHE, FIARZ 22 T HE
NBIRIGICE, B L, BEATHEA
TN EHER, KU “FhE
KT, Xy B L AR A OX A
o WER TR ZE, F2AEE, MFH

28

20244F, YA RHHX =58
SR

In 2024, Aime was a volunteer
in Sanlitun, Chaoyang
District, Beijing.

I watched an amazing Chinese opera performance, which
deeply amazed me with its profound cultural connotations.
I also enjoy painting, practicing Taichi, and appreciating
Chinese opera—these hobbies have brought me closer to
traditional Chinese life.

I have always actively participated in various activities to
contribute to China-Africa cultural exchange. During the
2024 Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), T worked
as a volunteer on Sanlitun Street, helping foreigners visiting
China explore Beijing by providing them with maps, hotel
information, and recommendations for top attractions. Over
the past two years, I have consistently welcomed new students
and government officials arriving for training at Beijing
International Airport. I assisted them with registration
procedures and escorted them to the campus. Additionally,
I have participated in events such as the 2025 World
Internet Conference Digital Silk Road Development Forum
in Quanzhou, Fujian, the World Youth Peace Conference at
Peking University, and the International Culture Day of UIBE.
At these events, I introduced Central African culture to more
people and made friends from all over the world.

During my time in China, I have deeply felt the warmth
and friendliness of the Chinese people. When walking on
the streets, many Chinese people are happy to take photos
with me and affectionately call me "foreign friend"—this
kindness has made it easy for me to integrate into life here.
From the Chinese people, I have learned to share love, enjoy
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life, and live in peace. I also deeply admire their diligence,
perseverance, and profound love for their country. China's
rapid development is remarkable, with world-renowned
achievements in education, science and technology, economy,
and infrastructure. The Belt and Road Initiative has provided
valuable opportunities for common development among
countries around the world.

Today, I am fluent in French, Chinese, English, and Arabic,
and can speak a little Russian and Spanish. I am steadily
progressing toward my dream of speaking 7 international
languages, with my native language Sango being the last
one to master. I will graduate in 2026 and plan to stay and
work in China. I already have a company project in the
pipeline, which will be launched in the near future and focus
on import and export business. This will be an excellent
opportunity to contribute to the mutual development and
win-win cooperation between China and my home country.

My experience in China is the most precious treasure of
my life. This country offers a safe environment, hardworking
people, beautiful scenery, advanced technology, and
delicious food, along with sincere friendships and boundless
opportunities. I will always cherish the memories of these
years and sincerely wish China an even brighter future,
and may the tree of China-Central Africa friendship thrive
forever.
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In 2025, Aime(front, left 2) attended the World Internet Conference in Quanzhou, Fujian Province.
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