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Ivan Slipchenko: My Study Journey in China
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Ivan Slipchenko, a Russian

national, Current Master's

Student in Finance, Central

University of Finance and
Economics (CUFE).

B2 p AT B e g, RIRE—4  Students' life is usually very active, and it is even
bR, SR e E ——XAMER AR more eventful if you become an international student,
(iR — MR, A TS R 2, especially in China, Which i§ Considered.to be another

; planet by Europeans. This is my experience as well,
BIEREAETELE — S AR, BREERE despite having lived in China for more than one year.
FIaZ, RS, FKIBEREFBGRIE Nevertheless, every day I try to absorb everything new,
WS A B IIERIL, O E &R 2 starting from colloquial language phrases and beautiful

R, SN [ R B SR T s scenery in different cities and countrysides, to the
K B = commitment to hard work and countless traditions of the
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Ivan Slipchenko performs acrobatics.
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Chinese people. Anyway, first things first.

My name is Ivan Slipchenko and at the moment I
am doing my Master's degree in Finance at the Central
University of Finance and Economics (CUFE) in Beijing.
Before starting my studies in China, I was very nervous
about such a long-term stay in another country, just like
many other foreigners are. However, this was not my first
trip to China, and I had already passed HSK5 (C1) by that
time. I knew that if you ask for help, Chinese people never
mind providing the assistance you need. This insight
helped me be more self-confident during my first days
in China. Another, and probably more important, factor
is the support of the School of International Cultural
Exchange, International Student Office and School of
Finance at my University. Apart from adaptation lectures
concerning Chinese laws and regulations and safety
measures organised for international students, we also
have curators who speak English to help us with any daily
issues. And there are a lot of experienced undergraduates
from other countries who are always willing to help you.
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[ am also very pleased with the full-fledged and diverse
infrastructure inside the campus and, in fact, in the
whole of Beijing. And what's more, the policy guardians
and CCTV cameras that are everywhere guarantee safety
for you and all your belongings 24/7.

The studying process at CUFE was quite challenging
for me at first. The major reason is that all the classes
(except for "Professional English") are taught in Chinese.
I did not believe that I could write at least one paper
in Chinese, as we had to prepare five each semester.
However, daily practice, the trial and error method, and
the support and advice of the teachers helped me cope
with all the hardships. Although most of my subjects are
related to my major (finance), I also enjoyed the Chinese
language lessons. [ think that the teachers for this subject
showed great pedagogical mastery helping me and other
foreign students understand the peculiarities of the
Chinese language using memorable examples, personal
experience, and interactive tasks. The group projects
united us; we did a great job preparing and discussing
materials for the projects together and supporting each
other during the presentation. Between classes, we also
had the chance to go and eat huoguo (k%) together in our
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Ivan Slipchenko (middle) had a dinner with his classmates.
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Ivan Slipchenko under the crabapple tree.
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canteen. I will always remember those happy moments
when all of us barely fit around the large lazy Susan,
having a lively discussion about our future plans while
eating food from the boiling hotpot--

Of course I had some free time after classes that I spent
satisfying my need for creativity. Here I need to make a
small digression. As a fourth-generation circus artist,

I have always performed my acts in different circus
rings and stages all over the world, and even won a
Bronze Prize at the Monte-Carlo "New Generation" Circus
Festival in 2015. Therefore, when I came to China, I still
needed to practice my act and develop skills in a new
circus genre as well. This is where CUFE played a crucial
role. First of all, my curators suggested that I participate
in different concerts and events organised at my
university. These events included the Cultural Festival
(when all international students shared their traditions
with each other and with the university's guests), the
New Year's Celebration, and the Graduation Concert.
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Ivan Slipchenko in Fenghuang Ancient Town, Hunan Province,
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Moreover, my curators also chose me to participate in
the "2024 Beijing International Students' Night" (2024
EPrAAE L 2" £, It was a great honour for
me to represent my university at this event, as students
from different universities of Beijing took part in it. I
have gained an invaluable experience of working with
real professionals of the stage directors' team, as well as
talented students: dancers, singers, and musicians from
all over China. My classmates noted that it was a really
spectacular and beautiful show!

Finally, student life also stimulated me to travel
more extensively. Perhaps my artistic background,
with frequent travel from place to place, or just my
curiosity as a character trait, always drives me to take
new trips. Since the beginning of 2024, I have visited 9
cities and towns in 7 different administrative units of
China. Thanks to CUFE I visited Xi'an twice and learned
more about the history and culture of ancient China. I
can say for sure that each place I visited made a strong
impression on me: the narrow streets and persimmon
sellers of the Muslim quarter in Xi'an (especially [A]R
1#); the atmosphere of the Medieval period in Fenghuang
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Ancient Town; the dams and shores of the peaceful East
Lake in Wuhan; the endless seashores of Dalian; the
genteel and mixed architecture of Tianjin; and, at the
top of my list, the magnificent, amazing, and unique
mountains of Zhangjiajie National Forest Park. I enjoy
travelling and even try to attract people to places I really
like by making short dancing videos there. To immerse
myself more deeply in the culture of each region I travel
to, I also taste the most popular local dishes. My top-3
includes Wuchang Fish (&%) (Wuhan, Hubei), though
it's pretty spicy, various seafood with menzi (¥ 5/
¥) (Dalian, Liaoning) and Biangbiang noodles (Xi'an,
Shaanxi).

Summing up, I have been convinced many times
that student life in China is a great chance to gain new
knowledge, friends, and partners, and also for self-
development, self-realisation, and broadening your
horizons, especially when you try to look beyond them.
Therefore, do not be afraid of challenges, our life is full
of them. Just try to create a better version of yourself and
the world around you by visiting China, this wonderful
country!
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Ivan Slipchenko performs acrobatics.
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