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Two Years in China: My Pursuit of Dreams as an

International Student

X /™7 (By Yacoub Abderamane Saleh)
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Saleh, Central African
Republic national,
postgraduate student
pursuing a Master's degree
at Minzu University of
China.

Student life is already very active, but it becomes
even more so when you go abroad to study, especially
in China. For many Africans, this country seems so
different that it feels like another world. That is exactly
what [ am experiencing as well, even though I have
been living in China for 2 years. Every day, I try to
discover new things, everyday expressions, the beautiful
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Abderamane participated in the Water-Spraying Festival in Yunnan.
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landscapes of cities and countryside, the strong work
ethic, and the many Chinese traditions. But let me start
from the beginning.

Curiosity, courage, and determination this is how I
define China.

My name is YACOUB ABDERAMANE SALEH, and my
Chinese name is ™#. I am Central African, 30 years
old, and currently a second-year master's student in
International Business. I am passionate about languages
and currently speak four languages: French, English,
Arabic, and Chinese. I also love football and basketball.

For me, China is not only about studies. I discovered
China as a child through films of an actor I greatly
admire and love, Jackie Chan. At the age of 9, I told my
mother, "Mom, one day I will go to China, I will meet the
famous Chinese actor, and I will visit the Great Wall."
That was my dream. My mother reminded me of these
words on the day I took my flight to China.

In 2022, there was an announcement at the university
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Abderamane makes Chinese knots.
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about the opening of an institute called the Institut
Confucius at the University of Bangui, which would
teach Chinese to students passionate about the language.
I heard this announcement on the radio while I was with
a close friend. I told him, "Brother, I'm going to enroll to
learn Chinese." He replied, "Brother, Chinese is difficult."
[ answered, "Nothing is difficult as long as there is
determination."

That is how, in June 2023, I took my first step and
enrolled, class after class, in 2024, I was named the
best student of the Institut Confucius of Bangui. I
participated in all the cultural activities organized and
became a Chinese French interpreter. The following year
was a breakthrough for me. In 2024, I participated in the
Chinese Bridge competition called {XiE#iLE#E, which 1
won. In the same year, I took the HSK4 exam.

We waited for the HSK4 results until December. One
morning, at 5 a.m., I received a call from my teacher.
When I saw her call, I felt stressed because I didn't know
why she was calling so early. I answered, and I heard
a voice saying: "M ERER, "FHKEF THE 4" At that
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Abderamane participated in the Han Teaching Heroes Association event.
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moment, [ was so emotional that I didn't know what to
say or do until my teacher asked are you okay. I said,
"Thank you, teacher. If T achieved this, it is thanks to
your encouragement."

Thus, I obtained a scholarship to study in China,
specifically at Minzu University of China.

I was very worried about coming to study in China
being far from my family and in such a different
environment. But as a Chinese proverb says, "fE 5 52X #t,
HITERRL". So, I told myself that once I arrived, I would
make friends and adapt, because I am a sociable person
who enjoys social and sports activities like football and
basketball.

To my great surprise, when I arrived, I discovered
a friendly, safe, and comforting environment. I then
realized that Chinese people are welcoming, and if you
encounter any difficulty, you will always find someone
willing to help you.

At the university, I adapted quickly and made many
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Abderamane participates in winter sports.
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friends both on and off campus. My university brings
together all Chinese ethnic groups. I had a friend from
Xinjiang who invited me to spend the holidays there with
him. I went and stayed for more than a month; it was
truly a magnificent and unforgettable experience.

It is here in China that I experienced snow for the first
time. The university took us to Daging for the dragon
boat race called 4’7 during the summer. That same
winter, we went to Harbin the places where magnificent,
and the people were very welcoming and warm,
especially towards foreigners. During this summer, we
traveled to Yunnan, specifically to §4, for the J%7k¥5
festival.

Apart from the orientation courses focused on Chinese
laws, regulations, and safety measures for international
students, we also benefit from the support of English-
speaking staff who help us handle everyday challenges.
In addition, many experienced undergraduate students
from diverse backgrounds are always willing to offer
their assistance.
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[ am also impressed by the quality and diversity of
the infrastructure, both on campus and throughout
Beijing. The constant presence of security personnel and
surveillance cameras helps ensure the safety of students
as well as their belongings.

At the beginning, my experience at Minzu University
was quite demanding, mainly due to the large number of
assignments and projects to complete. However, through
consistent practice and the guidance and support of
my teachers, [ was able to gradually overcome these
challenges.

I would like to highlight the strong pedagogical skills
of the teachers, who supported international students
in meeting academic expectations, particularly through
sharing their experiences and organizing interactive
activities.

Group projects also played an important role in
strengthening our sense of unity. We worked effectively
together in preparing and presenting our projects,
supporting one another throughout the process. Outside
of classes, we also shared enjoyable moments around
Beijing %1 experiences that were both meaningful and
unforgettable. I remain deeply grateful and will always
cherish these memories.

Moreover, I had some free time after classes, which
I devoted to nurturing my creativity. To make a brief
digression, I enjoyed going to the cinema, playing
billiards, football, basketball, cycling, and occasionally
going out to enjoy nature and capture moments through
photography.

If T were to tell my entire story and life in China, I
would never finish, because every day I live here is a new
story.

In short, I often think that student life in China
represents a great opportunity to learn new things,
make friends, and meet people to collaborate with. Tt
is also a chance to grow, to thrive, and to open your
mind, especially if you seek to go further. So do not be
afraid of difficulties, because life is full of challenges.
Simply strive to become a better person and to make
the world around you better, by coming to discover this
magnificent country that is China. Today, China is a
country that we can all look to as an example.



