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International Chinese Language Day: Building
Bridges with Language, Connecting Souls with

Culture

X/ RAEH (By Song Jiayi)
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Group photo of the International Chinese Language Day activities.
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April 20 marks Guyu (Grain Rain), one of China's traditional
24 solar terms, and brings us the warm and meaningful
International Chinese Language Day. On the same day, the
Experience China Culture Fund of China International
Culture Foundation, together with the School of International
Education at Minzu University of China, co-hosted the 2026
International Chinese Language Day Thematic Exchange
Event. This exchange activity, with language as the bridge
and culture as the soul, embodies profound respect for
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2026 INTERNATIONAL CHINESE LANGUAGE DAY EXCHANGE CONE
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The poetry appreciation session at the event site.

SRR, o AN B S A Chinese characters and establishes a solid platform for
TR, mutual learning between Chinese and foreign civilizations.
S ) . International Chinese Language Day originated from UN
R S HRRICE SO, T Chinese Language Day, officially established in 2010 by the
20104 H Ik & ELFT [H) 80 (B0 2 BRAL 1% United Nations Department of Public Information (now the
0 TF 303 o, ) R P Department of Global Communications). Its original purpose
. X o is to celebrate the diversity of world languages and cultures,
SRS EGEE LR S and to promote the equal use of Chinese and the other five
b LApE TTE S FEE . FE, £ official languages of the United Nations. In the same year,

WERISIE, HE BT A E R & following professional deliberation by domestic experts,

the Permanent Mission of China to the United Nations
o R, I
BRI, S HEEESA4A20 proposed to the United Nations that Chinese Language Day

H“#&M" 1R, al@ "yt be fixed on April 20 (Guyu) every year, in memory of the
M O EREZ HEA T E great contribution of Cang Jie—the"ancestor of Chinese

characters"—to the invention of writing.
iﬁ = E\:;ﬁnﬂ‘ 7 N 3 . . . .
G EdR LRI E According to legend, Cang Jie was a historian under the

fil i )1 MR Y5 S 84T Yellow Emperor in ancient times. He traveled across famous
5, MEAMEHSIEERH, RAOET mountains and great rivers, observed all things in nature

and the tracks of birds and beasts, and comprehended truth
from the patterns of nature. He eventually created Chinese
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Explanation of the bird-shaped characters at the event site.
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characters that carry Chinese civilization, and was honored
by later generations as the"Sage of Character Creation".
As recorded in Huainanzi - Ben Jing Xun:"When Cang Jie
invented writing, millet rained down from heaven and ghosts
wept at night." This legend highlights the epoch-making
significance of the birth of Chinese characters and reflects
the ancient people's reverence and esteem for writing. Today,
this respect is spreading to all corners of the world along with
the promotion of International Chinese Language Day.

The event was held in a warm and lively atmosphere.
Leaders of the organizers delivered speeches. Distinguished
guests deeply engaged in traditional Chinese culture shared
their creative insights and cultural passion around classic
intangible cultural heritage projects such as Chinese
calligraphy, poetry, porcelain engraving, bird-insect seal
script, and paper-cutting. The guests communicated face-
to-face with international students, answered questions,
and offered sincere and heartfelt sharing with warm and
meaningful interactions.

The significance of International Chinese Language Day
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International students performing the dragon dance at the event site.
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goes far beyond promoting the Chinese language. As one
of the oldest and still widely used languages in the world,
Chinese features elegant forms and profound connotations,
carrying thousands of years of Eastern wisdom. This festival
aims to help people around the world understand the history,
philosophy and lifestyle behind the language through
Chinese characters.

During International Chinese Language Day every
year, various events are held around the world, including
lectures on Chinese characters, calligraphy experiences,
poetry appreciation, traditional intangible cultural heritage
exhibitions, and cultural exchanges between China and
foreign countries, enabling more people to get close to
Chinese and experience the unique charm of Chinese culture.

In short, International Chinese Language Day is a bridge
of communication: helping the world better understand
Chinese, and enabling Chinese to better connect the world.



