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Footprints and Growth in China—A Cultural Journey
Across North and South
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Omar attended an event in Yunnan.
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to know China right here.

Several years later, in 2024, I returned to this familiar
campus once again. This time, I came as a postgraduate
student majoring in International Chinese Language
Education. Compared with the past, I no longer merely
studied the language, but began to understand Chinese
culture at a deeper level and reflected on how to share
it with more people. Campus life here is warm and
fulfilling, and I have gradually regarded this place as my
second hometown.

During my studies in China, I have visited many
cities and personally experienced the country's rich
and diverse culture. Every journey from north to south
has left a deep impression on me. In northern China, I
have been to Beijing, Tianjin, Daqing, Harbin and Jilin.
Winters in the north are cold and magnificent. Especially
in Harbin, I witnessed breathtaking ice and snow scenery
and truly experienced the charm of ice and snow culture.

In southern China, I was impressed by the modernity
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Omar climbed the snowy mountain.
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and prosperity of Shanghai, the elegant classical gardens
of Suzhou, the poetic landscapes of Hangzhou, as well as
the sunshine and beaches of Hainan. All these presented
me with a completely different China. The differences
between northern and southern China are reflected not
only in climate and landscapes, but also in cuisine and
lifestyles. Such diversity fascinates me deeply.

Besides cities across the country, I have also visited
Xinjiang, a region with unique exotic customs. There,
I experienced distinctive ethnic cultures, tasted local
delicacies, and felt the diversity and inclusiveness of
Chinese culture. The coexistence of various ethnic groups
and customs on the same land has given me a genuine
understanding of cultural diversity.

Food has also been one of my most unforgettable
memories during these travels. From Beijing roast duck to
Xinjiang grilled meat, from the light and fresh flavors of
the south to the rich and hearty tastes of the north, every
dish carries the cultural memories of its hometown.
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Omar experienced Chinese yo-yo.
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Through food, I have not only enjoyed delicious flavors,
but also gained deeper insight into the lifestyles of people
from different regions.

My years of study and life in China have brought
tremendous changes to me. I have not only improved my
Chinese proficiency, but also gradually learned to view
things from a Chinese perspective. More importantly,
I have developed a genuine love for Chinese culture.
For this reason, I chose to pursue further studies in
International Chinese Language Education, hoping to
become a teacher who spreads the Chinese language and
culture in the future.

Looking back on my journey, from 2019 to 2024, from a
language student to a postgraduate, from unfamiliarity
to familiarity, China has become an indispensable part of
my life. In the future, I hope to visit more places, explore
richer cultures, and share the real China I have seen and
felt with people all over the world.



